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Fear and Safety Issues

Increasing reports of fear among non-white activists and trade unionists when attending both counter-demos and
unity demos.

It's not difficult to mobilise people for these events — solidarity remains strong — but we need to do more to
ensure the safety of those who may be targeted by far-right groups when travelling to or from demonstrations.
Considered discussion needed on coordinated safety plans, travel arrangements, and local liaison with trusted
stewards and community groups.

Stand Up to Racism (SUTR) and Women Against the Far Right

SUTR’s Women Against the Far-Right networks are now active in both England and Scotland, there has been a lot
of support from across the movement but also from people that typically sit outside of it, famous women have also
got involved which is empowering, the group is doing vital work ensuring women'’s voices are centred in anti-fascist
organising.

Their focus has been on providing safe, inclusive spaces and countering the increasing misogyny within far-right
narratives.

SUTR Alliance Plans

SUTR is working to strengthen coordination across unions, anti-racist groups, and community networks ahead of a
likely increase in far-right activity through the winter by building an alliance of these groups that complement and
support each other rather than replicate work.

The general aims and structure are still being worked through but underscoring the plans are for those in the
alliance to share resources, messaging, and intelligence and to respond quickly and visibly when far-right groups
mobilise.

Local Updates

Leeds: Unity demo saw around 3,000 people attending, it was a strong, broad turnout showing the appetite for
solidarity and people in Leeds who weren’t there for the demo were engaging with us too which was great.
Wakefield: Counter-demo brought together around 300 anti-fascists against 200 far-right activists. While we
outnumbered them, the far right was not deterred and is planning to return in November. Two dispersal orders
were issued to the ‘auditors’ and one arrest made in the far-right supporters. The right was aggressive from the off,
the ‘auditors’ came over to us as we were setting up, getting into our faces and surrounding people as they were
trying to set up and talk to people.

Lessons need to be learned around visibility, numbers, and ensuring communities feel protected and supported
after the event.

Hotels and ‘Migrant Accommodation protests

Demos outside hotels housing asylum seekers are becoming more frequent and volatile.

There are growing concerns around the safety of both residents and staff, with far-right groups using these
gatherings to incite hostility and violence.

Need for coordinated trade union and community responses to support workers and residents, and to challenge
the racist framing driving these protests.

Flags and Intimidation

The use of flags and symboils by far-right supporters to mark territory and intimidate local residents is not patriotism
it's an attempt to claim public space and exclude others. This needs to be called out directly and consistently in our
messaging and media work.

Insights from Bombe and GFTU on Far-Right Supporters

Profile emerging from research conducted was that they were generally white men, mid-30s, and “rent, but want to
own.”

Their anger and frustration stem from genuine economic insecurity cost of living, lack of stable work, poor housing
but this is being manipulated by the far right.

They’re being encouraged to blame immigration and so-called “illegal immigrants” for their struggles, rather than
the real causes austerity, exploitative employers, and a government that fuels division to avoid accountability.
Next Steps / Reflections

Build confidence and safety planning for non-white, visibly LGBT activists and women attending demos.
Strengthen union-community coordination around travel and post-demo safety.

Continue supporting SUTR and Women Against the Far-Right initiatives.

Use BFAWU communications to highlight the real causes of insecurity and the dangers of far-right scapegoating.



